
 The Founding of the Roehampton Estate 
Garden Society

Exactly 100 years ago the Roehampton Estate (now the 
Dover House Estate) looked very different than it does 
today. The show-piece cottage garden estate being 
built under the Homes Fit For Heroes programme was 
two years into construction and the lovely gardens 
which we witness in 2022 were some way off.

Instead, the open spaces resembled a bomb site. As 
the Roehampton Estate Gazette reported,

 ‘Barbed wire entanglements, concrete pill boxes, lumps 
of old iron, enough bricks to build a home and a few old 
boats made up the rich and varied assortment of litter 
with which the ground was impregnated.’

 Richard Sudell 

This is where Roehampton resident Richard Sudell took 
action. Richard, a Landscape Gardener, and his first wife 
Emily Daisy, moved into 65 Huntingfield Road. In January 
1922 he became the first ever tenant chairman of the 
Roehampton Estate Garden Society (REGS).
Sudell did more than anyone else to encourage his 
neighbours to take those barren garden spaces, which 
many tenants had never experienced before, and turn 
them into things of beauty.



 

A working class gardener since the age of 14, Sudell was a 
remarkable character, an imprisoned World War One conscientious 
objector who would, against the odds, go on to play a leading role in 
the foundation of professionalised landscape architecture and build a 
following of millions for his practical horticultural instruction. On 
Roehampton he was a grassroots evangelical with passionate views 
that everyone, not the privileged few, should have access to open 
space, fresh air and horticultural beauty.

He quickly established gardening competitions as a way of inspiring 
his neighbours, front and back gardens, flowers, fruit and vegetables 
coming under the eye of scrupulous judges much as they still do 
today.

Sudell was a staunch advocate for the Garden City movement, which 
promoted the uplifting nature of green space for all, and would carry 
that belief for his entire life. In the interwar years his experience of 
gardening instruction in Roehampton, both written and with 
neighbours in the gardens themselves, helped him become one of 
the most influential garden journalists of the age, writing for millions 
every week in the Daily Herald newspaper and writing 47 books on 
the subject. Almost every gardener in the country had a Sudell 
volume on the shelf.



In just a few short years, through gentle encouragement, instruction and tireless organisation, Sudell presided over a remarkable 
transformation. The estate burst into astonishing colour. Garden fever swept the estate, hundreds joining REGS to take 
advantage of his teaching, bulk buying of bulbs and the communal use of gardening equipment including a lawn mower. Three 
allotment sites (two of which are still in use today) were provided. Sudell insisted that at least part of one of these was used for 
experimentation, tenants coming along to learn how to grow an incredible variety of vegetables, knowledge that they would 
take back to their own back gardens. Sudell wrote the Gardening Column for the Roehampton Estate Tenants Association 
Gazette for several years, even after he moved away from the Estate.

At Roehampton and in other interwar housing developments we 
were witnessing the birth of the British suburban garden as we 
know it today, the start of a passion that earned us our 
reputation as a land of gardeners.



 
Richard Sudell also found time to found the Institute of Landscape Architects (now 
the Landscape Institute) which campaigned for proper landscape planning of post war 
Britain and attracted landscape giants such as Geoffrey Jellicoe, Brenda Colvin and 
Thomas Mawson.
He built his own garden and landscape practice although much of his work remains 
unknown. His most visible remaining work is the courtyard garden at Dolphin 
Square, Pimlico which was saved from developers by campaigners last year and is 
worth visiting.

CIGARETTE CARDS
Richard Sudell wrote the descriptions on 
the reverse of Wills “COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO GARDEN FLOWERS” Cigarette 
Cards in 1939.
“Cultivation of champion blooms to 
amaze neighbours”

Richard Sudell, who died aged 76 in 1968, is in many ways the forgotten man of 
garden and landscape history. On the hundredth anniversary year of the Society he 
founded we can help to begin to change this.

With many thanks to Michael Gilson, whose 
book Behind the Privet Hedge: Richard Sudell, 
Suburbia and the Beautification of Britain is to 
be published by Reaktion Books next year



 
The Roehampton Estate Garden Society



 
 Minutes of the first meeting of

THE ROEHAMPTON ESTATE GARDEN 
SOCIETY

JANUARY 26TH 1922

“Calling the tenants together in respect 
of 

beautifying the Estate by means of 
planting 

and tending their gardens”

The meeting was held in the estate office and Mr M. 
Berry (manager of the LCC Housing Dept) Chairman 
and Richard Sudell (Secretary of the London 
Gardens Guild) spoke about the benefits of forming 
a Garden Society.
50 tenants attended the meeting and 15 of those 
were elected to serve on the committee.



 
 Minutes of the Second meeting of

 THE ROEHAMPTON ESTATE GARDEN 
SOCIETY

1st FEBRUARY 1922

Richard Sudell is elected Chairman and Mr Valentine 
elected as Vice Chairman.
There are two Sub-Committees for Allotments and for 
Gardens. 
Fees are decided on and arrangements made to 
discuss competitions and lectures.
The first member in a household would pay 2/-, the 
second 1/-, the third 6d, and children under 14 yrs. 
3d. It is decided to canvas orders for seed buying.
The Society would become affiliated to the London 
Gardens Guild and the National Society of Allotment 
Holders.
It was decided to hold over rule making to the next 
meeting. 



Letter to M Berry Esq (the housing manager for the 
LCC) from Richard Sudell in April 1922 praising the 
Garden Society on the Roehampton Estate for the 
progress they are making. 
Richard Sudell writes using his LONDON GARDENS 
GUILD notepaper, where he is secretary.

The LONDON GARDENS GUILD was set up to 
promote the planting and tending of gardens in 
London and to initiate Garden Competitions and 
Flower Shows. The Roehampton Estate Garden 
Society was an exemplary member!


