
 Living on the Dover House Estate
Almost immediately a new Roehampton Estate Tenants Association is set up with an office inside Putney Park 
House.  The primary object is “to protect and further the interests of residents of the Estate, regardless of 
sectarian values”. Membership is set at 1 shilling.

Putney Park House was the social centre for the estate and the home of the 
Tenants Association (RETA).

An invitation is extended: “To those who desire social intercourse, a very 
cordial invitation to join the “Club and Institute.” For a reasonable subscription 
of 5 shillings per year, “the convenience of a modern country club” would be 
available at their door.

The list of activities on offer is amazing, from football to an orchestra, billiards 
and entertainments. Many current residents remember those days fondly. 
Putney Park House was a hive of activity; there was a subsidised Bar, sporting 
and children’s activities. It also served as the Infant Welfare Centre, Dentist 
Service and Polling Station for the Estate.



  

In 1922 the Roehampton Estate Garden 
Society is formed as an affiliate of RETA.  

The object is to “assist Amateur Gardeners on the estate by 
means of Lectures, Flower Shows and Garden Competitions”.

The newly formed society also affiliates with the Royal 
Horticutural Society, the National Rose Society and the 
London Gardens Guild.

They host regular Flower and Vegetable Shows and events. 
Only estate residents are eligible to enter. REGS members 
enter free of charge, but non-members pay for each exhibit.

The shows followed the tradition of Roehampton Flower 
Shows: there were other events such as a sports gala, dance 
display or concert to make the afternoon more of a day out. 
The poster below shows a military band, dancing and side 
shows, alongside a plea not to confuse this event with the 
estate festival! 



 The Roehampton Estate Garden 
Show
We know that these horticultural shows are held by the 
REGS right from the outset, at least twice a year. The 
Summer Show, including Front Garden and Allotment 
competitions, was a larger affair, focussed on flowers 
and early produce, and the Autumn Show on harvest 
produce. There was also a Best Allotment competition.

In 1923 the REGS held a Show in the grounds of 
Huntingfield Road School. It included the estate front 
gardens competition, a vegetable section open to 
anyone living within a radius of 2 miles, Vegetable and 
Flower classes for members only, and children’s classes 
with free entry, which included one for “Wild Grasses 
collected within 3 miles of the Estate”.



  

The 1946 REGS Summer Show 
shows a full range of classes. The 
first prize for most was 4/- which 
was a generous sum for that 
time. Ladies were invited to 
enter preserves and cakes and 
Children to enter their art work. 
Note the special section for 
Eggs. Sections B and C were 
open to non members on 
payment of a fee and it is made 
clear that residents of 
Roehampton Village are 
welcome to enter these classes.



 
The Front Gardens Competition
The London County Council awards prizes every 
year for the best front garden and the best 
allotment on the estate. Every garden is visited in 
June, the best 30 selected, and finally, a judge 
chosen by the London Gardens Society chooses the 
winners.

The REGS arranged for further prizes that they will 
award, but these were practical items such as ‘6 
spools of garden twine’ or a ‘Soft Soap Spraying 
Outfit’. The Prices Patent Candle Company in 
Battersea donates some of their fertiliser. The REGS 
wants to recognise special efforts, such as “good 
gardens on the North Side”, or an “awkward slope 
satisfactorily dealt with”.

The idea of a garden competition is not new – the 
Roehampton Village fete also includes a ‘cottage 
gardens’ category for the village, but the L.C.C. sees 
this as important to maintaining the appearance of 
the estate.

The garden at 1 Laneway, a competition winner. Photo 1931.

The estate was designed with privet hedging around all the front gardens. Initially this was maintained by the estate 
management. The estate manager could be seen touring on his bicycle and would visit and reprimand anyone whose 
front garden was not well maintained. Most of the privet hedges still on the estate are original and a haven for birds and 
wildlife.



   
More Front Gardens

The garden at 94 Swinburne Road, a competition winner, 
in a picture taken in 1929.

The same garden in 1931. The design is similar, but the 
planting more lush and mature.



 
 Judges Report and Prize List  including results for both front and back gardens competitions.  It seems that 
not everything goes completely smoothly at the flower show, given the comment on the right…



      

   The original Roehampton Horticultural Society, which had been 
in operation since 1874, suspended during the first world war. In 
1927 Roehampton Village residents decide to reopen it. They 
would not have been eligible to join the REGS which was restricted 
to estate residents.

100 members are enrolled, and this soon increases to 272 in 1928.  
They declare their intention to hold a grand fete in the summer of 
1928. We learn much from their regular column in the 
Roehampton Parish Magazine:

 “As an annual event, prior to the Great War, the “Flower Show” 
was a valuable asset to the social life of the village, and although 
many changes have taken place during the past seven years, 
through the development of the Dover House Estate, there is no 
valid reason why the work of the Society should not bring home to 
the residents, both old and new, that feeling of co-operation so 
essential to a happy existence…..

This society is open to all residents and to both amateur and 
professional gardeners.

“Any person residing with one and a half miles of Roehampton 
Post Office may become a member….” “…..All persons who are 
actively engaged in horticulture and interested in the development 
of their profession, are invited to interest themselves in the work of 
the society….”

Roehampton hosts two Horticultural Societies



The re-opened Roehampton Horticultural Society continues the tradition of the Roehampton Village show and fete. In 1929 
the range of events includes a display by Naval Cadets – followed by their participation in a tug-o’-war. Children’s races at 3pm 
are followed by a 5 mile marathon and dancing to finish. The event takes place in the grounds of Queen Mary’s hospital near 
Rodway Road. Everyone with a mile and a half of the fountain in Roehampton village is
encouraged to enter…..


